We Almost Lost

Kerrytown

In the 1950s, a group
of well-meaning civic
leaders came within a
bulldozer’s length of
destroying the city’s .
historic black district. |
Here’s how Ann Arbor
avoided—barely—

the urban renewal

juggernaut.

by Eve Silberman
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United States,” thundered Reverend C.
Carpenter, the pastor of Ann Arbor’s
Second Baptist Church. “It's dia-
bolical.”

It was the evening of
July 15, 1958. The seven
ty-two-year-old minister
was addressing an angr
audience of 400 at ¢
public hearing, a crowc
so large that the mee:
ing had overflowed city
hall and moved to &
nearby church. The topic
of the hour—indeed o
the last two years—was u
ban renewal. Depending o
your viewpoint, the ambitious
plan to raze and rebuild much of the

COURTESY BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY

e will fight this
thing from the

lowest court to Jonathan Marwil in hig\ History of Ann  neighborhood im-
the Supreme Arbor. “Should the north central area,mediately north of
Court of the comprising 74 acres, 342 structures, andowntown would
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ally the entire citizenry of Ann Arbor wasof the homes ang
debating a momentous decision,” writegipartments in the

V02 families (some 1,700 individuals) unthave been razed.
dergo urban renewal?” Perhaps the only
The plan inflamed long- thing more surpris

submerged racial and classng than the grandi-
divisions. It created con- ose effort to save a neighborhood by ddewn neighborhoods.

fusing alliances: on one stroying it is the fact that the plan was de- It was an era when both parties still
side, liberal Democrats, feated. More than two years before the afeoked to the federal government as a
including an emerging gry public meeting, the board of aldermemproblem solver. And with suburbanization
group of black lead- had voted unanimously to declare the area full flower, the decline of urban centers
ers, and moderate Re-“blighted” and apply for federal urban re-was a national concern. The term “urban
publicans; on the oth- newal funds. By 1958, the project apfenewal” was introduced by the Housing
er side, an old-time peared all but unstoppable. “They weréct of 1954. Passed by a Democratic
black establishment, going to kick us out!” exclaims Fourth Av- Congress and signed by a Republican

backed by conservative enue printer Ben Burkhart almost fortypresident, Dwight Eisenhower, the act
Republicans who were years later. made available federal funds “to quicken

alarmed by a plan that to our attack upon our slums in the cities and
them smacked of socialism. towns of our Nation . . .”
Urban renewal came within a‘‘Probably the finest thing that In Ann Arbor, Republicans controlled
bulldozer’s length of becoming re- could happen to Ann Arbor” the board of aldermen when the city first

PETER YATES.

city’s near north side was either a panacedity. Had that happened, the buildings that A civic facelift seemed both idealisticapplied for federal urban renewal planning
for poverty or the destruction and dispersdbday are the Kerrytown Shopping Centeand practical to many civic-minded Annfunds in March 1956. Yet the board “ap-
of a struggling, close-knit neighborhoodand Zingerman's Deli would have beerArborites. In the 1950s, Ann Arbor wasproved the application with virtually no
That evening proved a turning point. demolished. An entire block of nineteenthene of hundreds of cities around theuestions,” reported thénn Arbor News,
Urban renewal was, arguably, the city'sentury brick storefronts on Ann Streetountry to flirt with the idea of federally “noting only that ‘it probably is the finest
biggest controversy of the century. “Virtu-would have been leveled. And at least haftinded makeovers of their aging downthing that could happen to Ann Arbor.”]

PHOTO OF REVEREND CARPENTER COURTESY SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH
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We Almost Lost very few of them are of aesthetic architecra, the president of Ford Motor Companylustrial strip.”
tural appeal at this time.” And, the appraisand future Secretary of Defense. Property owners couldn’t refuse to

l(erl'ytown er noted, their value was diminished be- A handful of blacks were on the com-sell—if they resisted, the city planned to
cause “they are all located in a mixed raciahittee, including Reverend Lyman Parksexert its powers of eminent domain—but
neighborhood.” pastor of Bethel A.M.E. Urban renewalthey would be paid something approxi-

The area had been a center for Ann Awas also supported by the NAACP, themating a market price. In most cases,
bor’s African-American community sinceled by future mayor Al Wheeler. “Thosehowever, that wouldn’'t be much: the city
the founding of Bethel A.M.E. Church inof us who favored urban renewal felt thaestimated it could acquire all of the resi-
the middle of the nineteenth century. Asome of these houses should be ralential property for $2.3 million—an av-
the city’s minority population grew (it placed,” recalls Rosemarion Blake grage of about $15,000 a building.
doubled in the 1920s), North Central bewhose late husband, Richard, was another In many cities, public housing was
came Ann Arbor’s all-but-official black prominent black advocate of urban rebuilt in the neighborhoods cleared by ur-
neighborhood. De facto segregation, quiettewal. ban renewal. But, as a handwritten note
ly but effectively enforced by landlords But it wasn't just a few bad houseson one form acknowledged, there was
and mortgage lenders, made it nearly inthat were at stake. Eldersveld’s powerfulno public housing in Ann Arbor.” In-
possible for black families to rent an apartand well-intentioned alliance had inheritstead, once the buildings were demol-
ment or buy a home anywhere else in thed an urban renewal plan that called fashed, the now-vacant lots would be

city. By the 1950s, North Central was 70eveling most of the neighborhood. resold to anyone willing to build new
percent black. homes or apartments there.

The federal Urban Renewal Agency Some supporters thought an upheaval
responded to the city’s March 1956 appliAn explosive plan in the predominantly black part of town

COURTESY SAM ELDERSVELD

cation with $38,000 to fund a preliminary ~ Supporters of urban renewal repeatednight finally force integration on Ann Ar-
plan—a sign that it was favorably in-ly emphasized that the federal moneyor. Tom Harrison, who lived on Detroit
DEMOCRATIC MAYOR Sam ELbersveLb cham-  Clined toward Ann Arbor’s project. A de- yvould enable the city to buy_and demolStreet and was probably the only black
PIONED THE URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT. tailed plan was forwarded to the agencish the slaughterhouse and junkyard, r&Realtor in the city, told thénn Arbor
that October, and updated in March 1957moving the two worst blemishes in theNews that the project would give blacks
By the time it was approved in Au-neighborhood. Several streets would bgho were stuck in North Central against
The aldermen (there was one womap o . L
in the group phi(lanthropist MargaretQUSt’ U-M political science professor Samepaved and broa_de_ned, and traffigheir will, a chance “to get out.” But there
Towsley) dic]n’t have to think twice Eldersveld had been e_Iected mayor. Heerouted to reduce its impact on homegas no sign that an end to segregation
about what part of the city to designatwas to spend much of his two years in ofand apartments_. was part of the vision of a “renewed” Ann
e , . ﬁce advocating for the project. In those residential areas, advocategrhor. And that was a particular concern
as “blighted.” The neighborhood north o . i
stressed, the plan did not call for wholem North Central: of the 500 people to be
downtown was one of the oldest and p ” o '
. L _ sale “slum clearance” but rather, selectivgjsplaced, more than 400 were black
poorest in Ann Arbor, and it existed INAn idealisti | of “sub " ; ' )
the shadow of a gritty industrial strip =y stic mayor : removal of "substandard” housing. I,t Where were they to go? The answer
along the river. The coal-gasification Eldersveld is now an emeritus professounded good—except that in the city'yas vague. Almost forty years later,
) i . [ es,most of the homes were “substan- i i 3w
plant that for decades had wafted tarrsor, but he still teaches. At eighty, he reey w u NEldersveld admits that the city wasn't “as

. ~'fains trim and craggy-featured, his voicelard.” clear as it should have been” about the
fumes through the neighborhood had JU3bsonant and confident. Ann Arbor submitted plans to the fed~ates of dislocated individuals.’

been dismantled, but on bad days the
’ . eral Urban R . :
stench from a slaughterhouse on Summit Over a lunch at the Red Hawk, he re enewal Agency at least threeé The citizens Committee for Urban

. alls, with obvious pleasure, that “theimes in 1956 and 1957. It appears thg} ; P
Street could still be smelled for severa X . " enewal pointed out that “both Federal
blocks. whole power structure of the city was upmost people knew little about specifics of .,y state laws provide that people who

set when | became mayor. Ann Arbor wathese proposals: tin Arbor News cov- )
ful ?y%%ulriii’ dtr;]ee)c::j gg(\;\;azseﬁrsmg:e?y"\go conservative it was un_believable.” _ ered the_ topic very _gingerly_, providingg:ri tr(:]urr;? \éz ?)?(():\%Se?j 3\];“?] I;(?Egivr\:gl tE;(t)
Gates of 126 East S ’ it told ﬂvrhzch Eldersveld was the first Democraﬂcfew_detalls. But W|th|n_ the thIC!( bureau-is ‘DECENT. SAFE AND SANITARY
ates ot 2 as o ummit to ! mayor in twenty-six years. His victory cratic packages, the city planning depars d WITHII\'I THEI;? MEANS.’” But
gan Daily in 1959. .HOW woulld you !'ke over car dealer Bill Brown, mayor sincement had assembled what amounted to A ' u
a slaugh_terhouse right next to y?u i YOYgys5, surprised everyone—includingpolitical time bomb.
had a sick person \,’,Vho couldn’t get tqEIdersveId, who had planned a sabbatical The earliest version of the plan wouIGOUt' he bl h h .
sleep because of 'F? she demanded. Hey, 4 following year. But the Muskegonhave leveled almost all of the commercial The blunt truth was that most resi-
husband complained Of the rgts anflative took office with a clear mission. buildings in the area, including the entirpgems' owners and rgnters, would be left
skunks that congregated in the junkyard An early supporter of the Civil Rights block now occupied by Kerrytown andhooars]?ngt)egjsi;rT?rr]gtejnct)ifl ?h:\f?rzgr%?etr?td

across the street. _ _movement, Eldersveld saw urban renewshe Farmers’ Market (see map, p. 31). -~ ° = =% "' d them. Desoit
The frame houses in what was desigss 5 chance to dramatically improve th&one would be Zingerman’s and 29 COMPIELEly ignored them. Despite

nated the “North Central Urban Renewajjyes of Ann Arbor's black residents. Argiero’s, the Treasure Mart, and thd NN Arbor’s rapid postwar growth, city
District” were densely populated andipeqpie were living in such terrible con-Tree. But urban renewal’s blow woulgfficials acknowledged in 1956 that only

crowded on small lots. Some had tar-paitions " he recalls. “We had to improvehave fallen hardest on the people wh{"é€ New homes had been sold to black
per—sided sheds in their backyards, andige jives of people living in the area. Youived in the neighborhood. owners in the previous four years. A sur-

few still lacked indoor plumbing or centralcan't improve the standard of living un- The numbers of units and people afYeY that covered more than 100 apart-

heating. less you tell them you're providing betterffected were adjusted slightly from ondent units outside the urban renewal area

City administrator Guy Larcom calledpgysing.” version to the next. But the general padidn’t find a single one that would accept
North Central “a blighted but not a slum  g|gersveld drew a lot of other Democern remained starkly clear: out of mord!ack tenants.
neighborhood.” But he and other supporirats and liberals into the urban renewahan 300 residential buildings in the
ers of urban renewal worried that this wagamp. Although initially championed byeleven-block area, fewer than 60 were
a neighborhood on the skids, and in daRepublicans, ultimately the plan becamdesignated to be retained or rehabilitatedt e great debate
ger of slipping further. “The fantastica cause célébre for Democrats. “I bethe fate of another 100 or so was uncer- The time bomb contained in the urban
growth rate of our cities since World Waleyery prominent Democrat in town wagain. The rest would definitely be re-renewal plan went off in March 1958.
II'has forced special problems to our affor jt—and a lot of the Republicans, too,"moved. That was when the two-year-old plan was
tention,” read a brochure prepared by suays attorney Clan Crawford Jr., a Repub- In other words, the city of Ann Arbor first explained to the people most directly
porters. “If America does nothing the centican and onetime city council member. proposed to demolish at least half of thaffected—the residents themselves—at a
ters of our cities will go down hill faster |n fact, a special forty-eight-memberhousing in the urban renewal area, an@eeting at the Second Baptist Church,
and further.” “advisory” committee on urban renewalperhaps as much as 80 percent. At leadien on the corner of Fifth and Beakes.

At a time when most home buyers wergssembled by the city, read like a loca500 individuals would be displaced. Even Second Baptist was the poorer of the
dreaming of a ranch house in the suburbgyho’'s Who. Members included bankeby the city’s definition, not all of the two black churches in the neighborhood.
the neighborhood's collection of historicEarl Cress, U-M professor and futurdnomes were dilapidated: one entire blocklost of the city’s few black professionals
homes was regarded as a liability rathesecretary of Health, Education and Weloef houses between Depot and Summéttended Bethel A.M.E.; many of the peo-
than an asset. “Most of the houses in thare Wilbur Cohen, prominent U-M soci-streets would be leveled for “planningple at Second Baptist made their livings
area are from 30 to 60 years of age,” wrotglogist Morris Janowitz, U-M vice-presi- reasons.” In this case, the city plan enviat menial jobs, washing sheets and scrub-
an appraiser hired by the planners, “andent Wilbur Pierpont, and Bob McNama-sioned rezoning the land as a “light inbing floors at U-M Hospital, or cooking

Hdw that was to be done was not spelled
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for all-white fraternities. But through mined man, impeccably dressed in a sujurned, reconvening across the street blis attempt to balance his roles as acade-
careful saving, and often with the interand tie. He was quietly persuasive. Urbathe old Zion Lutheran Church (wheremic and politician had been exhausting,
vention of a kindly white patron who in-renewal was “fine in theory,” he told aBank of Ann Arbor is today). and the U-M, he recalls, was unsympa-
tervened with the banks (who routinelyDaily reporter, but “it doesn't consider the  Speaker after speaker, addressing thietic. With a plan in place that would ad-
discriminated against blacks seekingjuman element.” North Central, he pointerowd from the church balcony, angrilydress the worst of the blight, he was satis-
mortgages), a surprising number had maed out, is “characterized by a high pereenounced the plan. Mayor Sam Eldersied it was safe to step aside.
aged to buy their own homes. centage of elderly people, including widveld was confounded when Wickliffe, as gyt even some longtime supporters of
The March 1958 meeting was apparows and World War | veterans who fullyNCPOA president, presented him with pegpan renewal by now had serious doubts
ently the first time that residents learne@wn their homes” and who would be distitions signed by more than 600 residentg,: it should proceed. In early 1959 Mar-
just how radical the urban renewal plafpossessed by the project. In fact, half aho opposed urban renewal. About hal&aret Towsley, who had supported funding
was. When the plan was described, athe black home owners in the neighboref the total were North Central area resic) preliminary plan, wrote a letter to the
cording to theAnn Arbor News, it “failed hood were too poor to afford the newdents and business owners, and Wickliffg, o+ i i part, “Before we vote to
to receive any open support from about 9omes the plan envisioned. later claimed to have the support of 9 ke people’s ,posses,sions should we not
persons who attended.” Close friends, Wickliffe and Carpenterpercent of the area’s property owners. Il stop and trv to decide im, artially if this
0 made a formidable team. Carpenter was a Eldersveld and others tried to softer?1 tp ¢ IZ inst I'bpt yd f
Crowded, noisy, and run-down, Northgraduate of Tuskegee Institute in Alabathe criticism by emphasizing that the:js n%”?r S r? € agains If ehry and r;e—
Central was, nonetheless, a friendly placena, where, to his and his congregationBlanning “is in a preliminary stage.” Rev- om?” Towsley was one of the most influ-
“Everybody knew everybody,” recalls pride, he developed a friendship with th&€rend Lyman Parks of Bethel A.M.E., gntial people”_m the city, and her change of
Steve Dixon, who grew up on Fourth Avfamous scientist George Washingtof?emocrat and urban renewal Supporteh‘*;:rt ""as"vlt.el'”g' the earlv black
enue. Dixon (now a counselor at the Antarver. Carpenter was short and slighflsO tried to neutralize the issue. In theort:rrryal I?)’ho;; Oecoide?rr]g ?tc SLlJJFI)t
Arbor Community Center) and otheryyt a towering figure in the neighbor-NeWss rather stilted coverage, he “urged® X IS’ ; S Sth o ugnts. ”"
ex—North Central children fondly recall anhood “He was one of those old-time minSitiZ€ns - - - to adopt an approach of offefMately, here was the problem, * recalls

: ; : A " Mial, a retired schools administrator.
old-fashioned neighborhood where thesiars who knew evervbody in the com!N9 constructive ideas. e !
kids all walked to Jones Elementary, iy » yoocy Carpenter, according to thdews,  here were these people going to be re-

School (today Community High), where o, Sy, Steve Don. "vou G wyarmed that persons in the area woullpcated to? . . . They couldn't or wouldn'
' fight the contemplated urban renewal pre@nSwer those questions.

parents freely bawled out other people L ; .
kids, and where even a smelly slaughteﬁevl\fpr?per’ the r_mrzlster would sometimeg,, m » Calling the plan “unjust,” and A erucial veto ) .
house COU|d prOVide moments Of eXCite[na € nim come In to pray' “ruthless"’ he remained enough of a d|p|o_ In the Apl’ll 1959 eleCt|0n, CeCI| Creal, a

ment. “We used to have bullfights with < W- Carpenter was the most honesf ot 15 add that residents had faith that tHeonservative Republican and former coun-
the escaped pigs,” recalls Coleman Jeweft/€2cher you ever met,” says Herb Ellisyoncil would do what is “right and just.” cil member, was elected to succeed Elders-
a retired school administrator and Dixon'@nother former North Central resident  Aimost forty years later, Eldersveldveld. Creals election gave a dramatic final

childhood neighbor. who fought the plan. Had the plan passegill shakes his head when he recalls thawist to the urban renewal drama.

Asurvey done for the city by the U-M's Ellis reflects, most of the minister's con-meeting. “l was amazed at the level of in-  For years, Creal owned and ran the
Institute for Social Research showed that @ €gation would have been forced tqensity and bitterness of the commentsGodfrey Moving and Storage Company,
majority (58 percent) did not want toMove. he says. then located on Fourth Avenue in the
move. Fifteen percent did, with the rest ei- People who lived in North Central dur-  So were many others. Six days later, Building that today is Workbench furni-
ther undecided or not responding. ing the late 1950s recall an anxious, nechagrined city council approved a resolugyre. He knew a lot of North Central resi-

At first, many residents in North Cen-er-ending buzz about the neighborhood®on dripping with mea culpas. “The coun-gents personally. Though Creal had a rep-
tral had been pleased to hear about a pléuture. “It was on everyone’s lips,” sayscil . believes that there are serious d@tation as a friendly and generous em-
that would remove the slaughterhouse arfdixon, as Wickliffe, Carpenter, and otheréeCtS_ in the urban renewal plan pre.sgntegmyer, he sold the business in 1956, ac-
junkyard. But when it became clear thatvere rallying opposition to the plan. “Wethat it is too drastic and that as such it is NQbrding to his son Bob Creal, after “Jim-
they would lose their homes—uwith nomust have had a meeting every night for @W acceptable. ... . A more modest plany,, 1,¢t's Teamsters came by and made
clear alternative in sight—anticipationyear and a half,” recalls Ellis. Thecounci concluded, "should be developed.”s )0 jemands on behalf of [his] workers
turned into alarm. Some were Wor”eQ\lCPOA sent anti-renewal letters to home Of the memorable meetlng’ Rosemari- it gave him an incentive to get out.”

enough to sell their houses and move; otlajvvners saying, “Your Home Is at Stake.” on Blake says, Urban renewal lost it at Creal, however, retained warm ties

ers stopped making improvements on  Both Carpenter and Wickiffe were Re-1at Point.” with Reverend Carpenter and with Doug
houses that might soon be demolisheqplicans. Their political affiliation and Williams, the director of the Dunbar Com-
But many decided to fight. !

for some arange allances: et mos, rLst-diteh strugele on Fourt, (Now Legal Sendces of St
fuential ally among the ciy's ete was - o2 eTeWAIS advocates i O ichigan. he Dunbar Center 0o
ive up. In December , council re ) , too,
Grva\l/?ti g;g]t; Zdl\;f(éczzﬁsthe NAACP in the Ann Arbor Board of Rela!tors—asiewedpthe “more modest” plan. This timehad originally been slated for destruction.)
the pro_urban-renewal camp, the resicor Wk']de'ﬁ t:]'lame?, fo(rj tie rigid Sed"only forty-three buildings were idenified  Cecil Creal, his son recalls, was skepi-
tance to the plan was led by Reverend §§tlon that had confined the city's blacls “substandard.” Though most of theal of the urban renewal advocates, re-
W, Carpenter of Second Baptist and Walt Jopulation to North Central. The Realtorgommercial structures targeted by the eagarding them as “the thinkers at the uni-
Wickliffe, a city forester who lived across o ¢ opposed to the plan not bec':ause. Pér plan were still scheduled for demoli-versity,” aloof from the people who lived
from the church on Beakes. Advocates af'€ fniury it would do to the area’s resition, the number of residential units wasnd worked in North Central. He had spo-
renewal underestimated their influencedcNtS: but because, they declared, urbgmeatly curtailed, to eighty-seven. Theken up publicly against urban renewal the
That was a mistake. renewal “sets a dangerous precedent faumber of units targeted for rehabilitatiorprevious year, but he didn’t take a clear
Both were black men who had lived infuture governmental action concerning theather than demolition soared, to almosgosition on the issue during his mayoral
North Central for decades. Walter Wick-curtailment of property rights in Ann Ar-298. campaign in the fall of 1958.
liffe, sixty-five in 1958, was the first black POr.” _ Council approved the plan by an 8-3  The same month Creal became mayor,
forestry graduate of the U-M and worked OPposition by the likes of the board ofmajority and the city sent a revised applitne federal urban renewal officials in-
most of his life for the city. The son of aR€altors vindicated supporters’ sense gfation to the feds for final approval.qomeq the city that the plan, submitted in
onetime slave who lost an eye fighting fof€ righteousness of their cause. But thewhich was more or less assured. Méalygcemper under Eldersveld, was essen-

the Union in the Civil War, Wickliffe was faith that they were doing the best thingvhile, Eldersveld and others made housg, . 505roved. But the feds' final re-

soft-spoken, eloquent, and tenacious.  for North Central didn't survive the meet-calls to well-off residents to raise MOneY, Jirements included another council

In 1958, Wickliffe organized the Northing of July 15, 1958. Iﬁ;thsea:cejvégﬁggmiinfé “t\i/\r/:egg: Ziﬂ( Y ote—and another public hearing.
Central Property Owners Association '
(NCPOA) to F:‘igh%/what he perceived as Eldersveld recalls today. One of the most Onl June 11, 1.959’ ;evderatl tr;]ung_red
dangerous do-gooders out to bulldoze thEhe turning point generous benefactors, remembers Eldef°2P © 970 83&R SIVEE 2 A8 00

neighborhood. “He must have covered When a new city charter was adoptetield, was Ford president Bob MCNamafalTUt?erar:j CQ:Jrgrl.r]A:t;]eran _ren(;awal sup-
every house in the neighborhood,” say! 1957, the board of aldermen had beehhe future architect of the Vietnam WarPor erta TI ? b ta e"rewse tr:orogram
Rosemarion Blake, remembering WickTeplaced by a city council. The July meetdonated $10,000. _|sbno bpe(rj ec udw;]a_ a” agree bere s a
liffe’s door-to-door campaign to collecting started as a special council session to The council vote in December reasi© to be done, and this seems to be a way
signatures on anti—urban-renewal petitiongeview final aspects of the plan. But whersured Eldersveld, whose mayoral tern 9€t It done.” Speaking for 'f‘hfa Opposi-
A photograph of Wickliffe in thétich- ~ Carpenter and Wickliffe showed up withwould expire in April. Reluctantly, he hagtion, Carpenter was ad_ama_n:[,. I'm against
igan Daily shows a tall, grizzled, deter-400 supporters, council quickly ad-decided against seeking a second terrh because God is against it,” he declared.
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thing for the city, at least in its final, milder
form. Had he known the plan was still in
We Almost Lost danger of a mayoral veto, Eldersveld says,
W “I would never have stepped down.”
Kel’l.yto n The federal urban renewal effort ended
in 1974. “The program, dubbed ‘Negro

“It's vicious, it's wicked, and | don't think Rémoval,” because it often destroyed
God will let it prosper.” black neighborhoods, was a huge failure

Less than a week later, council votedY N€arly all accounts,” wrote thgetroit

on urban renewal for the final time. They
voted 6-5 in favor of the urban renewal
plan. But one of the no votes was Cre
al’s, and the next week, the mayor vetoed
the plan. Renewal supporters on counci
were furious but didn't fight the veto.
Urban renewal—which an earlier coun-
cil had embraced “as the finest thing
that could happen to Ann Arbor"—
dead.
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The birth of Kerrytown

After urban renewal was defeated,g
the city used its own money to acquireg
and remove a handful of the most dete-g
riorated homes in the North Central ©
neighborhood. A concentrated code-er-

HEEDING RESIDENTS’ PROTESTS, REPUBLICAN
forcement pro.grarr-l encouraged OtthAYOR CEeEcCIL CREAL VETOED THE PROJECT.
owners to repair their property, but prot
ably the biggest impetus to the neighbc. _ ) _
hood’s recovery came in the mid-1960s-ree Press in an article that discussed
when the slaughterhouse closed. both renewal and its less controversial

In the late 1970s, the former Godfreﬁtepchildren: Model Cities, Urban Devel-
warehouse and nearby buildings, onc@Pment Action Grants, and currently,
scheduled to be demolished to make roofs@mmunity Development Block Grants.

for a motel or “Some programs were re-
discount store, ally good, but the costs in
were refurbishe oo terms of disruption and
to create the Ke B efore we vote to d|.splaced people were too
rytown Shops high,” says Gary Sands,

9 . 2
With the Trea take people’s possessions,” | ihan planning professor
sure Mart an Margaret Towsley wrote, at Wayne State University.

Farmers’ Marke: “should we not all stop The_ successful fight
Kerrytown be . against urban renewal was
came the core and try to decide C. W. Carpenter’s last bat-
a new eclecti impartially if this is tle. “During the sixties,

when we had all the

shopping distric  pot a stroke against liberty marching, all the protest-

that has helpe

to transform th and freedom?” ing, that was new to Rev-
surrounding erend Carpenter," says
neighborhood. Arzel Hardin, longtime

Walter Wickliffe died in 1965. The Second Baptist parishioner. “He’s what
North Central Property Owners AssociayoU might call ‘silent change.’” In 1965,
tion, however, lived on under his dynami@t age eighty, Carpenter walked into the
younger sister, Letty Wickliffe. In the church and told his congregation that it
1970s, NCPOA helped defeat a road millvas time for him to step down. He died
age that would have funneled heavy trafive years later.
fic through the heart of North Central. It North Central itself has been on a roll in
also encouraged a city land swap that ffécent decades. The onetime ghetto is now

nally removed the junkyard from Summithriving, even trendy. White professionals
Street, creating Wheeler Park. began moving into the neighborhood in the

Cecil Creal, whose veto had marked980s, and new homes, condos, and apart-
the end of urban renewal, carried Nortf"énts now dot the streetscape. But a sur-
Central overwhelmingly in the 1960 elecPrising number of the original black fami-
tion. He later alienated many of his blackies remain, joined recently by some
supporters, however, when he dragged h®unger black professionals. With its
feet on the adoption of a city open housgclectic blend of housing styles, and resi-
ing law. Creal stepped down as mayor jdents of all ages, races, and income levels,
1965 and died in 1986. it is almost certainly the most diverse

Sam Eldersveld, the only survivingneighborhood in Ann Arbor.
principal player in the conflict, basically re-®
tired from Democratic politics after his
term as mayor. He remains convinced that
urban renewal would have been a good
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