Dear Sabra,

Soon after I moved here from the D.C. area in 2002  to work as a physician at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital,  I discovered the Farmer's Market and Kerrytown. I originally lived in what is/was called a "Doctor's ghetto" subdivision over by King Elementary.  I did not have any sense of neighborhood there, everyone pretty much kept to themselves, driving their cars into their garages and going into their homes.  When I was looking to move U knew I wanted to live in the district you represent.  I moved into the old Bethel AME Church which had been renovated into apartments. I did not realize then that I had moved into a neighborhood that is unique in Ann Arbor. There is a mix of people living here....both in terms of age and racial demographics...  empty nesters, U of M professors, young couples, young families, older families, single professionals, and graduate students. I found a husband in the neighborhood.  He lived just down the street!  The neighborhood has a unique history as where black families lived. I believe there was a lumbar yard and a slaughterhouse down along Depot Street many decades ago.  The homes themselves reflect the diversity of the population... newly built, newly renovated, older homes some which have seen better days... single family homes, rental apartment buildings, luxury condos, rental homes for single families and multi unit homes.   My husband and I value our home and location because it is a neighborhood near downtown, but not downtown with large tall buildings.  Nothing in the neighborhood is on the scale of what Three Oaks is proposing.  The Three Oaks proposal will make our neighborhood undesirable.

About four years ago Three Oaks met with the North Central Neighborhood Association to get our input on a building that would cover their investment on property that they did not realize was on the flood plain. This meant a very large and tall multi-unit building. It was rejected then by the neighborhood and  Ann Arbor planning staff because its size. Now they are trying again, but using Avalon as the means to their end.  Three Oaks has calculated how many square feet and units they need to build in order to recoup their inadvertent poor investment.   Partnering with Avalon does not change the facts. The proposal is not in scale with the neighborhood.  It does not meet zoning requirements.  Three Oaks knows that we would support a proposal in compliance with zoning... a smaller project.  However, doing something good for the neighborhood is not their objective. 

I hope you will support your constituency on this.

Karen Park
